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the realisation by the world of its highest thought,
whether the issue be good or bad. The etiolated
religion which it seems likely we shall subside upon ;
the complicated but on the whole satisfactory State
mechanism, that will prescribe education, limit in-
dustry, and direct enjoyment, will become, when
they are once arrived at, natural and satisfactory.
The decline of the higher classes as an Influence in
society, the organisation of the inferior races in
menacing forms throughout the Tropical Zone, are
the natural result of principles that we cannot disown
if we would. It would be impossible for a con-
servatively - minded monarch to reconstruct the
nobility of the eighteenth century in the twentieth ;
and even now no practical statesman could dream of
arresting Chinese power or Hindoo or negro expan-
sion by wholesale massacres. The world is becoming
too fibreless, too weak, and too good to contemplate
or to carry out great changes which imply lamentable
suffering. It trusts more and more to experience ;
less and less to insight and will.

The Medea of Corneille, face to face with supreme
misfortune, was able to say that there at least re-
mained to her herself.1 But that which is the
saving hope of a strong character is the denial of
hope to a generation of weak men. What is a
society that has no purpose beyond supplying the
day's needs, and amusing the day's vacuity, to do
with the terrible burden of personality ? It is
doomed to live on into the ages, with all that the
best-ordered polity can secure it, with all inherited
treasures of beauty, with a faith in science that is

1 " Dans un si grand revers que vous reste-t-il ? "     " Moi     Moi,
dis-j', et c'est assez."    Medee, Acte ii. Scene 5.